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alliance visited Otuke District to learn

how the communities are scaling up
good risk management practices.
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OTUKE. Visitors from West ;_Afnca
on Monday praised residents in the
remote villages of Otuke District for
measures they have undertaken to

restore wetlands and manage the ‘

eco'l‘if%ers for Resilience (PFR)
alliance visited Otuke District to learn
how the communities are scughng up

d risk management practices.
go'?he six-member team from Mah
was accompanied by two technical
advisors from Nairobi, Kenya and The
Hague in the Netherlands.

They were led by a programme
specialist in charge of disaster risk
reduction with Care International,
Ms Monica Anguparu. :

While in Otuke, the team had a brief
meeting with the chiefadministrafive
otficer, Mr Joshua Mabiya. =

The lessons S

Later, Te-abala wetland manage-

ment committee members took the
visitors through their (community)
roles in managing and restoring wet-
lands.

The locals demonstrated to the vis-
itors the measures in form of songs
and dance. :

The visitors learnt that whenlocals
are empowered, they can conserve

the environment. :

For instance, in Otuke, the resi-
dents are adding value to Shea but-
ter, making them earn more money
than when they cut down trees to
burn charcoal.

They took the visitors through the
process of making Shea butter, which
they sell to improve their livelihood.

Managing wetlands

Also, the community members
have embarked on wetland demarca-
tion due to their social and economic
impacts.

They have formulated local songs
and dances geared towards sensitis-
ing the public about the need to con-
serve the environment, and also urge
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Restored. A man looks at Adolo wetland in Orum S
farming but residents restored it. FILEPHOTO.

In addition, the communities

have formulated their by-laws for
environmental protection and also
adopted apiary farming as an alter-
native means of earning alivelihood

~other than destroying the environ-

ment. =

“Tobe honest, you people know a
lotabout wetland conservation than
my people in the Netherlands,” Ms
Kimberley Ogonda, an advocacy ex-
pert from the Netherlands, said.

Later in the day, the visitors met
another village savings and loan
association (VSLA) group in Olilim
Sub-county. - =

At Olilim Trading Centre, Ms

Sarah Ejang, the secretary of Moo
Yao Women'’s Group, took them
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The team continued to Soroti
District to meet other PFR alliance
field sites on Tuesday, Ms Anguparu
said.

The team is also expected to meet
the Parliamentary Forum on Climate

Change and government officials in
Kampala thisweek.
The idea is to learn the work that

government is doing in terms of in-

tegrating risk management eitherin
policy or scaling up the good prac-

tices to the other districts,
- Just like other parts of the coun-
try, Otuke is susceptible to climate

Vvariability andis currently suffering

_ from the impacts of climate change.
_However, the rural poor are worst
impacts because they

ub-county, Otuke District. The wetland was previously used for rice

OTHER MEASURES

_ Currently, Otuke District has
- embarked on climate action -
 planimplementation efforts
to better prepare and protect
‘communities from the
mpacts of climate change.
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